The association between reading time and students' performance in a surgery clerkship.
Medical students are expected to acquire a large amount of knowledge in both the basic and clinical sciences by reading. The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between reading time and students' performance on various objective and subjective evaluative measures. The study examined the reading activities of 80 students in a third-year surgery clerkship. Students spent an average of 16 hours per week in reading activities. A modest but statistically significant correlation was found between the total amount of time spent in reading and students' performance on an objective standardized clinical examination, a standardized patient encounter, a subjective rating by faculty members, and the total objective grade. Reading time did not correlate with performance on objective measures such as quizzes or the National Board of Medical Examiners examination. Although achievement in the clerkship is associated to a minor degree with reading time, reading time alone is not a sufficient influence on achievement.